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for Mr. Jones, the milkman (member of the Council),
to speak up for Mr. Brown, the contractor (member
of the Board of Guardians), so that Mr. Brown might
secure the contract for making or repairing the high-
ways. And of course Mr. Brown, the contractor,
from his place on the Guardians would put in an
effective word for his friend Mr. Jones, the milkman,
when the placing of contracts for milk was under
consideration by the Board. Yet when the election fight
was at its height and oratory at full spate you would
find father explaining to his eager followers, hot for
blood, that after all we were "victims of the system",
and that while capitalism continued nobody could
be held to blame personally for the wrongs and
sufferings of the people. This attitude, which I
consider fundamentally unsound,, he maintains to
this day.

^ But if the poor are exploited, they are exploited^
not by a system, but by individuals, whether
landlords, shopkeepers, milkmen, or undertakers.
Blaming the system for the ills of society is as futile as
blaming nature for the sins of man. It won't do. A
murderer cannot evade the consequences of his
crime by pleading that it was due to faulty heredity
and nasty environment, though we know that this
may be quite true. Society is not yet ready to act
in accordance with the theory of determinism. So
also if we acquiesce in the continuance of a system
which causes injustice and wrong to flourish then
we in our individual capacities are responsible. The
wealthy cannot disclaim responsibility on the plea